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Sgt. Wayne Andrews of the O earwater Police
departnent planted a false story in the Tanpa Tribune for
t he express Purpose of creating hate and prejudi ce agai nst
the Church of Scientology, It was done on a Friday-
afternoon making it difficult, for the Church to assenble, its
proof that ths charges are false and the police notivation
was to create prejudice.-

This is the latest, episode in a 30-year history of
police discrimnation against the Churchh a prejudicial.
pattern that has been confirnmed and condemmed by the 11lth
Grcuit Court of Appeals as unconstitutional.

Sgt Andrews has now taken police m sconduct to a new
| ow by using the unfortunate death of a church pari shioner
as a tool for inspiring hatred and bias, agai nst
Sci ent ol ogi st s. )

On Friday, Decenber 13, 1996, Robert Johnson, the
Church's general counsel in Aearwater, received a call from
a Tanpa Tribune reporter who said she had obtained the
nmedi cal exam ner's report concerning the Novenber 1995 death
of Li saM Pherson[ her nanei s erasedinthe OCRed copy]

Concer ned about how any nedi cal exam ner report had
been rel eased, Johnson contacted Sgt. Andrews who acted
shocked, clained innocence and blaned the [ eak on the
Medi cal Examner's Cfice.

_ Later, right before the deadline for the story to be
filed, the Tribune reporter confirned that it was Andrews
hi msel f who was the prinmary source of the false allegations
and innuendo that found their way into the article.

The facts are as foll ows.

had been staying at the Fort Harrison
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hotel after a traumatic car accident. During her stay, she
suddently took ill. After the initial reluctance was _
over cone, she was driven to see the physician of her choice,
but died enroute.

| nvestigation by the dearwater Police concluded
in early 1996 with a determnation that the cause of death
was a pul nonary enbol i sm exacerbated by a severe
st aphyl ococcus infection.

, Notwi thstanding that finding, the dearwater police
departnent spent the next 6 nonths harassing the Church of
Scientol ogy and Scientol ogy parishioners wth |engthy
interrogations. Despite the history of police m streatnent,
the Church fully cooperated providing every witness the
police requested to speak to and allowing the police full
access to church premses for inspection.

Sgt Andrews, who vas newy assigned to the
I nvestigation, called Church counsel in Cctober, 1996 and -
Bade, abusi ve, accusatory denands for additional interviews.
Specifically he denmanded that the Church immedi ately produce
35 former staff nenbers whom he knew had | ong-since left
Church staff and noved back to their hones overseas.

It was pointed out to Sgt Andrews that only one of the
three had been in a position to have any rel evant
i nfformation, "and that she had al ready! been interviewed by
the orginal investigating detective.

Andrews response vas to threaten that he would start a
"noi sy" investigation that would involve the press.

Three days later, Tanpa Tribune reporter Cheryl V@l drip
called Church counsel, outlining a litany of outrageous
allegations and a bizarre interpretation of the illegally
rel eased Medical Examiner's report.’

After Andrews then told Church counéel Johnson that he
was "shocked" by the reporter's infornation, end that he

‘didn't know anything about the content of the story, and

subsequently Ms. Va@ldrip revealed to the Church that Sgt
Andrews was her Erirrary source, it becane clear that Andrews
vas making good his threat to use the media to carry out his
canpai gn of abuse.

Just as shocking were the |engths Andrews and
A earwat er police spokesman [ Wayne?] Shel or went to paint a
fal se and scandal ous picture of the Church in the press.
Shelor's assertion that the Police departnent believes

_ ~did not die of natural causes is both false
and irresponsible. Even the inconplete autopsy report that
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was inproperly released states that she died of natural
causes. We had no control over the autopsy which was
totally directed by the Medical Exam ner. Further, the body
woul d not have been released for cremation had there been
any further questions.

The article states that the authorities had
"no indication" any toxicology study had been done on
_ confirm ng the presence of a deadly staphlacoccus
infection. This is untrue. That evidence was coll ected by
tha Cl earwater police and has sat in their own files for
over a yoar.

: The real nystery here is how Andrews nmanaged to ensure
that the toxicological study did not nmake its way to the
Medi cal Exami ner. Yet, Andrews' predecessor indicated

a year earlier that this report renmoved the "nmystery*

element from the investigation for him
i

Andrews is quoted as saying that there is no
indi cation what occurred during 2 week stay
at the Fort Harrison. That is a bald faced |lie. There are
hours and hours of interviews with Church, members detailing

exactly what occurred during ‘'stay at the hotel.
Nothing in those interviews is the least; bit sinister or
nmysterious, despite Andrews' attenpts to inply otherw se.

The article also contained fal sehoods, enbraced by
Andrews, based on the assertions of fornmer Scientol ogist,
expelled for ethical misconduct whose |ast personal
experience with any Scientology Church was 15 years ago.
Yet the words-and deeds of dozens of | aw abi ding, ethical
Sci entol ogi sts were ignored. One such allegation was that
of a "baby watch" consisting of solitary confi nement. In
the 55 million words of Scientology scripture, the words

"baby watch" do not appear, nor does anything even renotely
resenmbling the "confinenment"” alleged,

Anot her false allegation is that was intending to
| eave Sci ent ol ogy. Dozens of Scientologists |Interviewed by
the CWPD st at ed was a devoted Sci entol ogi st. In fact,

was fundraising for the Church's annual Wnter
Wonderl and in Novenber 1995, the very time the article
claims she was planning to |eave the Church.

Equally false is Andrew s claim that Church nenbers
sat in on psychiatric rel ease interview at

a local hospital, saw a psychiatric nurse

al one, a fact confirned by a nunber of wi tnesses. We have

no idea what was said or even what nay have been done to
during that interview '

I nventing fal sehoods and disregarding the statenents
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of a panoply of wtnesses, sinply because they aro
SC|entoIog|sts is typical of the Oearwater Police
Department’'s aninus and prejudice, A Scientologist is a
non-citizen in their eyes. : '

The only nysteries now surrounding the death of
are why Sgt Andrews is violating the law and the
constitution to snear a religion, and how bl atant nust
pol i ce m sconduct be to provoke an investigation of the
wr ongdoer s?

VW intend to resol ve those nysterles utilizing the
appropriate |law enforcenent, civil rights and oversi ght

bodi es.

_ Andrews and Shel or have slandered the Church, abused
their authority, lied to the media and public, and prevented
t he peopl e who |oved and mss her from finding the

peace of aind to which they are entitled. Their wld and
fal se all egations are unconsci onabl e and an outrage.

The Church's position is this. was a
menber and she was |oved by nany SC|entoIo%y pari shi oners.
in her time of need. Scientologists took.,the tinme to help
her. _She was one of us. For the Oearwater Police, who
have a- 20.year hIStOF% of harassnent, to now create further
harrassnent agai nst the Church by pretendlng t hat theY care
about a passed Scientologist is disingenuous and a bald
faced lie. They didnt care about her when she was alive and
they certainly don't care about her when she is dead ot her
than to use her unfortunate death to attack her religion.

Al questions concerning her death shoul d have been
resol ved by the nedical examner hours after her passing,
and to our know edge they were. Andrews and Shelor's
al l egations are grotesque in light of the fact that the
police direct the actions of the nedical exam ner.

If-there were any doubt remaining, it would be naiva to
presune that it was attributable to sloppiness or nere .
error, in light of the docunmented history of harassnent

agai nst the Church by the CAWPD. Any such "doubt% is a
fiction deliberately created to have an excuse to continue
an investigation that should have been concluded nmore than a

year ago.
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